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LUDWIG van BEETHOVEN
Sering quartet in E Hat major

opus 127

Beethoven' s quartcts opus 127, 1 30. 131, I 32, I 33 and I Ï5 were wrïtten during the last

cpoch of the Mastcr's Life, from 1823 to 1826. At that tune Beethoven was quite deaf
and had not hcard anything for a number of ycars. He could perceive sound only

in hls own brain and imaginalion. Thus shut off from the outer world and increasmgly

loncly his genius created probably the greatest quartcts of all ttmes. The depth and
originality of these quartcts went far beyond the understanding of his contemporanes and
even todav they are played less frequenrly than his more facile compositions.

The E fiat major quartet was completcd early in 1826 and performed the first time
on March 6th of the same year.

ANALYSIS:

Isï MOVEMENT Bar
Introduction 1— 6
Statement . . .

7— 74
Principal section * , .

. 7—40
Subsidiary section , 41—56
Closing section 57—74

Development .. - . . . .
/ 5— 166

Recapitulatton 167—239
Coda 240—282

2od MOVEMENT, Thcmc with Variations
Theme 3—20
Ist Variation 21— 39

2nd Variation 40— 50
3rd Variation 60— 77
4th Variation 78— 96
5th Variation 97—109
6th Variation 110— 118

Coda 119—127

3rd MOVEMENT, Scherzo form
Scherzo section I— 143

Statement I— 36
Development 37— S9
Recapitulation 90— 122

Coda 123—143
Trio ., 144—268
Ri- pituiation of the Scherzo 269—414
Coda 4 15—435

4th MOVEMENT, Sonafa form
Statement 1— 86

Principal section 1— 54
Subsidiary section 55—66
Closing section 67—86

Development 87— 186
Recapitulation 187— 255
Coda 256-299

Total time required for performance: 31 minutcs
1=5'; 11=10'; HI=I0': IV=6'.
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QUARTETT N° 12

Maestoso

L. van Beethoven, Op. 127
(1770 M27J
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Allegro con moto 45
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